ASSOCIATION OF PACIFIC ISLAND LEGISLATURES
                            Res. No.  50-BOD- 01
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Resolution No. 50-BOD- 01
“Expressing the utmost sympathy and extending the sincerest condolences to the family and friends of the late Honorable Liufau Te’o Tanielu Sonoma Unutoa for his untimely passing.”


WHEREAS, Senator Liufau Te’o Tanielu Sonoma Unutoa was born on December 13, 1948, to Liufau Unutoa Tuato’o Sonoma of Aua, American Samoa, and to Simeaola Te’o Tuatagaloa of the villages of Poutasi and Satalo, Falealili, in the Independent State of Samoa; and


WHEREAS, surrounded by his family in Hawaii, Senator Liufau passed away peacefully on August 3, 2009; and


WHEREAS, at an early age, and as most of the youth in Samoa, Senator Liufau began his life in the church.  He and his family were faithful and dedicated members of the Congregational Christian Church in Aua.  It was also at his church that he began his early education with the Pastor’s School; and


WHEREAS, the formal education of Senator Liufau began at Aua Elementary School and then Fia Iloa Preparatory School in Utulei.  He matriculated to the High School of American Samoa where he earned his diploma.  Upon completing high school, Senator Liufau immediately moved to the mainland to fulfill his goals of completing his education in the U.S.; and


WHEREAS, Senator Liufau attended Chadron College in Nebraska.  He returned to the Territory after two years and began working as a teacher at Faga’itua High School.  It was during his tenure as a teacher that the senator found a passion for the science of meteorology and caused his move from Faga’itua to the local attachment of the National Weather Bureau to work as a meteorologist; and


WHEREAS, throughout the years, Senator Liufau continued to work to further his education.  While employed with the Weather Bureau, he completed a two year program at the American Samoa Community College earning an Associates of Arts degree in Liberal Arts.  In 1993, he completed studies with the University of Hawaii – Manoa and was awarded a Certificate of Meteorology; and


WHEREAS, after thirty-five years of dedicated service to the National Weather Bureau, Senator Liufau retired in 2005.  In that same year, he was selected by his district, Maoputasi #6, to represent them in the Senate.  In 2009, he was once again selected by the chiefs of his district to serve another term in the 31st Legislature.  The good senator passed away while serving his second term in office; and

WHEREAS, in the Senate, Senator Liufau was  the Chairman of the Budget & Appropriations Committee, Vice-Chairman  of the Economic Development Committee and the Human Resources & Human & Social Services Committee, and a member of the Employees Retirement Committee, Public Safety, Legal Affairs and Homeland Security Committee, Government Operations Committee, the Hospital and Public Health Committee, and the Judiciary Committee. He took his role in the Fono very seriously and worked to give only his best, expecting no less from his colleagues and peers; and

WHEREAS, Liufau developed and maintained a lasting relationship with the Weather Bureau. Despite retiring after 35 years of service, the office retained his services and requested his return to service in 2008.  Senator Liufau was rehired by the National Weather Bureau and continued to serve both as a meteorologist and as a Senator until his passing; and

WHEREAS, among his many appointments and responsibilities, Senator Liufau was also selected as the Chairman of the Board of Directors for the Development Bank of American Samoa, a position he held for over seven years.  He was also selected Chairman of the Veterans Memorial Committee; and


WHEREAS, earning the trust and respect of his family, he was bestowed the High Chief title Liufau of the village of Aua in 1999.  He is described by family members as a kind and giving chief, yet, very exact and stern in his decisions.  He served his family with great pride and gave equal attention and effort to his beloved district; and


WHEREAS, many knew Senator Liufau as a spiritual man.  At a very young age he was active in the church and into his adult life, he took on many roles serving the Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa (CCCAS) in Aua.  Senator Liufau was ordained as deacon of the church in 1981 and became the chairperson for the congregation in 1999.  He organized and initiated the Multi-Denominational New Year’s Eve Service in the Aua.  He also initiated the annual service for the graduates of Aua village; and


WHEREAS, the good senator was also known as a loving father and husband.  On June 27, 1970, Senator Liufau married Sive Mata’utia of Afono.  They had nine children and seven grandchildren; and


WHEREAS, many who have come into contact with Senator Liufau knew of his jovial and good-humored nature.  Many also knew him as a man blessed with great musical talent.  He loved to entertain and it would be uncommon at a function if the senator did not perform for those in attendance; and


WHEREAS, the passing of Senator Liufau left a deep void in the hearts of many.  He will be deeply missed by his colleagues in the entire Legislature.  The Territory mourns the loss of this great man; and


WHEREAS, Senator Liufau Te’o Tanielu Sonoma Unutoa is survived by his wife Sive, his children and grandchildren, and also his 8 surviving siblings.  He was 60 years old; and

WHEREAS, Honorable Senator Liufau served as Director in the Association of Pacific Island Legislatures (APIL) for a term and a half, extending from 2005-2008; and


WHEREAS, the Member Legislative Assemblies of the Association of Pacific Island Legislatures, who have had the unique privilege of serving with this statesman in APIL, join together in fond memory of his friendship in good times and thankfulness for his guidance in difficult times, in mourning the death of the late Honorable Senator Liufau, whom the Almighty God has called unto himself; now, therefore,


    BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Association of Pacific Island Legislatures, 50th Board Meeting, December 2-3, 2009, State of Hawaii, that the Board of Directors on behalf of the Association of Pacific Island Legislatures hereby expresses its utmost sympathy and sincerest condolences to the family and friends of the Honorable Liufau Te’o Tanielu Sonoma Unutoa for his untimely passing; and



    BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the APIL President shall certify, and the APIL Secretary shall attest to the adoption hereof and that copies of the same shall be thereafter transmitted to the Governor of American Samoa; Speaker and Senate President of the Legislature of American Samoa; and to the Presiding Legislative Officers and Chief Executives of each of the APIL member jurisdictions and to the of the late Honorable Liufau Te’o Tanielu Sonoma Unutoa.

DULY AND REGULARLY ADOPTED ON THE 3RD DAY OF DECEMBER, 2009.
__________________________








J. KALANI ENGLISH


JUDITH T. WON PAT, ED.D.

PRESIDENT
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